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in a back lane, which he knew I must pass by, and
the coachman knew whither to go, which was to a
certain place, called Mile-end, where lived a con-
fidant of his, where we went in, and where was all
the convenience in the world to be as wicked as we
pleased.

When we were together, he began to talk very
gravely to me, and to tell me he did not bring me
there to betray me; that his passion for me would
not suffer him to abuse me; that he resolved to .
marry me as soon as he came to his estate: that hi
the mean time, if I would grant his request, he
would maintain me very honourably; and made me
a thousand protestations of his sincerity, and of his
affection to me; and that he would never abandon
me, and, as I may say, made a thousand more pre-
ambles than he need to have done.

However, as he pressed me to speak, I told him
I had no reason to question the sincerity of his love

to me, after so many protestations,  but------and

there I stopped, as if I left him to guess the rest;
But what, my dear, says he ; I guess what you mean,
what if you should be with child, is not that it?
Why then, says he, I'll take care of you, and provide
for you, and the child too ; and that you may see I
am not in jest, says he, here's an earnest for you,
and with that he pulls out a silk purse with an hun-
dred guineas in it, and gave it me; and I'll give you
such another, says he, every year till I marry you.

My colour came and went at the sight of the
purse, and with the fire of his proposal together, so
that I could not say a word, and he easily per-
ceived it; so putting the purse into my bosom, I
made no more resistance to him, but let him do just
what he pleased, and as often as he pleased; and
thus I finished my own destruction at once, for